3o6      ST. AUGUSTINE AND HIS AGE
executed.'    The design to which  Gibbon is the idea of the two cities, with which readers are acquainted.    Plato had conceived world about us as a compound of two worlds, light of the ideal world mingling with and through the ever-changing panorama of the worl<* of sense.     In like manner Augustine  conceit^^ the drama of life to be a blending of two elements-The life of the individual and of the nation, as   *fc appears to the natural mind, is part of a whole, revealed to us in all its grandeur by Christian Scriptures.    And Augustine's thesis that only in this larger whole can we see the tr proportion   of  historic   events ;   only   when appreciate that the members of the city of are also members of the city of God can we their fortunes correctly.    But they who look for a philosophic unity in the work will be greatly disappointed.    The first ten  books are  devoted to  a rambling criticism of the pagans—five   to historical  and  general  criticism,   and   five  to     a criticism   of their  philosophers;   the  remaining twelve books bear the tide of the  City of God more    appropriately,    though    they    also    were: evidently not written on a preconceived plan.     11 could not be otherwise in Augustine's   circum—